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PROCEEDINGS

CHAIRMAN CLEMMONS: Ladies and gentlemen,
we are reconvening the Judiciary Selection
Commission and staff has legal matters to
discuss with us. Chair will entertain a
motion to go Into executive session.

REPRESENTATIVE MACK So moved.

CHAIRMAN CLEMMONS: We have that motion
from Representative Mack and i1t Is so ordered.
We would ask all non-staff and non-
Commission members, please excuse us while we
go Into executive session and 1°d ask staff
security to secure the room.

(Off-the-record executive session.)

CHAIRMAN CLEMMONS: Good morning, Judge
Seigler. Thank you for joining us this
morning. We have before us the Honorable
William Gregory Seigler, Family Court, 11th
Judicial Circuit, Seat 1. Judge Seigler,
would you raise your right hand and be sworn?

(The judge 1s sworn in.)

EXAMINATION

(By Chairman Clemmons)
Thank you, Judge Seigler. Judge, you provided this

Commission with responses to the personal data
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questionnaire that we provided you early on iIn the
process. Are those responses correct as i1t stands
today or is there any need for any amendment to
those responses?

As far as 1 know, sir, everything is still correct.
Do you have any objection to them being included iIn
the record of your sworn testimony today?

No, sir. 1 do not.

CHAIRMAN CLEMMONS: Thank you. Is there
any objection by the Commission?

(No response.)

CHAIRMAN CLEMMONS: Hearing none, so
ordered.

[EXHIBIT 1, JUDICIAL MERIT SELECTION
COMMISSION PERSONAL DATA QUESTIONNAIRE FOR
THE HONORABLE WILLIAM GREGORY SEIGLER,
ADMITTED. ]

[EXHIBIT 2, JUDICIAL MERIT SELECTION
COMMISSION AMENDED PERSONAL DATA
QUESTIONNAIRE FOR THE HONORABLE WILLIAM
GREGORY SEIGLER, ADMITTED.]

Judge, the Judicial Merit Selection Commission has
thoroughly investigated your qualifications for
continuation on the bench. Our i1nquiry has focused

on the nine statutory evaluative criteria. As a
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result of that process, we"ve received no
affidavits filed In opposition to your election and
there are no witnesses present to testify today,
other than yourself. And I would ask, do you have
a brief opening statement you would like to share
with us?

Representative Clemmons, 1°d just like to thank
y"all for having me here today and 1*d like to
apologize 1n advance. My voice 1Is somewhat
impaired. My youngest son"s iIn kindergarten and he
seems to bring home some type of cold about once
every couple of weeks. 1 was the unfortunate one
to get 1t and my voice 1s going to be impaired. So
I apologize In advance. 1°d like to thank each of
you for being here today and allowing me to be
here, as well. 1t seems like yesterday | was here.
This 1s the third time i1n three years 1"ve been
before this Commission and 1 appreciate everybody®s
dedication. 1 know this is a very lengthy process
and I look forward to answering any questions you
might have of me.

Thank you, Judge, and we certainly understand how
children will bring bugs home, but i1f you would,
please speak as loudly as possible for the benefit

of the court reporter.
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Yes, sir.
Great. Thank you very much. Judge, 1f you would
now turn your attention to able counsel, Ms.
Simpson, and respond to any questions she may have
for you.
MS. SIMPSON: Thank you.
EXAMINATION

By Mr. Simpson:

Q-
A.

Q.-

Good morning, Judge Seigler.
Good morning.
You have before you the sworn statement you
provided with detailed answers to over 30
questions. Are there any amendments you would like
to make at this time to your sworn statement?
No, ma"am, not that 1"m aware of.
MS. SIMPSON: At this time, Mr. Chairman,
I would like to ask that Judge Seigler®s sworn
statement be entered as an exhibit into the
hearing record.
CHAIRMAN CLEMMONS: Are there any
objection?
(No response.)
CHAIRMAN CLEMMONS: Hearing none, so
ordered.
[EXHIBIT 3, JUDICIAL MERIT SELECTION
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COMMISSION SWORN STATEMENT FOR THE HONORABLE

WILLIAM GREGORY SEIGLER, ADMITTED.]
Judge Seigler, after serving for about one year on
the Family Court bench, why do you want to continue
serving as a Family Court judge?
Well, ma"am, 1°ve thoroughly enjoyed my time thus
far, a little over a year. |1 feel like that I ve
been able to do a lot of good things for children
and also parties who have come before me. This iIs
by far the most fulfilling job that 1 have ever
had. I was a public servant for many years as a
public defender in the Tri-County, which was the
three counties of McCormick, Saluda, and Edgefield.
It was a very demanding job and fulfilling, but not
near as fulfilling as this job. 1"ve thoroughly
enjoyed 1t and | appreciate the opportunity to
serve thus far.
Thank you. The Commission received 156 ballot box
surveys regarding you, with 28 additional comments.
The ballot box survey, for example, contained the
following positive comments: an excellent family
court judge, he i1s exactly the right man for the
jJob. He is fair and courteous to all concerned,
attorneys, parties, and witnesses. Judge Seigler

iIs well-respected by the attorneys who appear in

GARBER REPORTING SERVICE
803-256-4500




© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNDNPFEP P PP R PR,
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

PROCEEDINGS - final
Page 15

his courtroom. Twenty-one of the written comments
expressed concerns. Some comments indicated lack
of knowledge. One comment states that you are
totally unaware of legal principles or requisite
law and has admitted such on certain occasions.
What response would you offer to these concerns?
Well, ma®"am, I"m not certain as far as the context
of that comment, but I certainly don"t feel that 1
lack the knowledge. [1"ve done very well on the
exam. | believe you indicated I made a 91 or a 92
on the exam given this year. | practiced Family
Court law for 15 years and 1 certainly feel like I
have the requisite knowledge, but 1 would also
indicate that any comment that was made is
certainly taken seriously. 1 will certainly
reevaluate whatever | need to do to make certain
that that type of comment doesn®t take place again.
Some comments expressed concerns about disrespect
towards women. Comments state that you have
referenced female colleagues and litigants as
girls. What response would you offer to these
concerns?

Well, ma"am, 1 don"t recall ever calling anybody a
girl or anything of that nature. | know when you

told me during our meeting that that comment was

GARBER REPORTING SERVICE
803-256-4500




© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNDNPFEP P PP R PR,
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

PROCEEDINGS - final
Page 16

made, that was probably the most hurtful and
concerning comment that you indicated. You know,
I"ve got three young sons that I"m raising to be
gentleman that 1 think that I am. 1 indicated that
to my wife and, quite frankly, she like to fainted
because 1 certainly have never intentionally been
disrespectful to anyone, female, male, or
otherwise, but again, 1 take i1t very seriously and
iIT that"s the perception, then | certainly need to
make adjustments.

Thank you. Some comments expressed concerns about
your demeanor and judicial temperament. A

comment refers to you as a bully and another
refers to you as impatient, demeaning, and
unnecessarily aggressive. What response would you
offer to these concerns?

Again, ma“am, 1"m not certain the context of those
comments, but i1If they were made then 1

certainly need to make adjustments going forward.
I never intentionally was impatient, but i1If that
was the perception then 1 need to do a better job
and make adjustments to avoid any type of situation
in the future.

And Judge Seigler, what do you believe is the

appropriate demeanor for a judge?
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Well, excuse me. Ma®"am, I believe that you can be
an excellent attorney, the most superior attorney
on the planet, but without the proper and
appropriate demeanor, I don"t think you can even be
a good judge. I"ve made every effort and will
continue to make every effort to have the proper
demeanor that 1 feel like I should have to avoid
any comments of this nature going forward.

And lastly, one comment expressed concerns with
timeliness by noting you are slow on paperwork and
fail to review temporary hearing submissions. What
response would you offer to this concern?

Again, now, I"m not certain what context those
comments were made. 1 hate to be repetitive, but
any comments that are made, both positive and
negative, | certainly take seriously. We"re
required to report any orders that are over 30 days
old. 1 have yet to have to report any during my
entire year plus. 1 try to sign the orders
immediately, and again, 1°ve never had to report
anything to the Supreme Court. So -- but I do
review all exhibits. In fact, during temporary
hearings, 1 remove myself from the bench to go to
my chambers and read all exhibits.

Thank you. Mr. Chairman, I would like to request
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that we now go into executive session to handle
further matters.
CHAIRMAN CLEMMONS: So ordered. IFT
security and staff would secure the room.
(Off-the-record executive session.)
CHAIRMAN CLEMMONS: We"re rising from
executive session after having discussed an
issue of concern and made no decisions, took
no votes and we"re back on the record with

Judge Seigler. Ms. Simpson.

(By Ms. Simpson)

Q.-

Judge Seigler, in your PDQ, you disclosed you“ve
been the subject of three lawsuits. The one in
2012 involved a foreclosure action. Please explain
the nature and disposition of this lawsuit.

Yes, ma"am. 1 was a personal representative over
an estate i1In the Savannah Lakes Village, which i1s a
retirement community on Lake Thurmond in McCormick.
A gentleman passed away, of course, and had a
reverse mortgage and they foreclosed on 1t. He
didn"t have any assets to pay i1t off.

First Citizens, 1 think, or maybe Wells Fargo
foreclosed on 1t and they named me iIn my capacity
as personal representative. The house was sold.

The loan was payed off. No judgements against
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anyone.
And there was a lawsuit in 2005 that involved a
real estate transaction with the Sides and the
Lowes?

That 1s the letter of caution that Ms. Wall
referenced. So apparently, there was litigation
filed at some point.

And the last action was in 2011 and i1t involved a
past client. This was when you were a public
defender. Please explain the nature and
disposition of this lawsuit.

Yes, ma"am. 1 represented a gentleman who was
charged with murders in Georgia and Edgefield
County. He was awaiting his trial for the murders
in Edgefield at which time he was charged

with throwing bodily fluids on a correctional
officer at the Edgefield County Detention Center.
I represented him at the trial. He was ultimately
found guilty of throwing bodily fluids. However,
the case was later overturned for certain issues.
Then he went to trial for the murders and received
the death penalty and he filed a lawsuit against me
as an inmate, claiming that I didn"t provide
discovery to him. He also sued the

sherif"s department. That case was dismissed.
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O

O r O r

Thank you, Judge Seigler.

Thank you, ma®am.

Just a few housekeeping issues. Have you sought or
received the pledge of any legislator prior to this
date?

No, ma"am. 1 have not.

Have you sought or have you been offered a
conditional pledge of support of any legislator
pending the outcome of your screening?

No, ma“am.

Have you asked any third parties to contact members
of the General Assembly on your behalf?

No, ma“am.

Are you aware of anyone attempting to intervene in
any part of the process on your behalf?

No, ma“am.

Have you contacted any members of the Commission?
No, ma“am.

Do you understand that you are prohibited from
seeking a pledge or a commitment until 48 hours
after the formal release of the Commission®s
report?

Yes, ma"am. 1 understand that.

Have you reviewed the Commission®s guidelines on

pledging?
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Yes, ma®am.

As a follow-up, are you aware of the penalties for
violating the pledging rules, that i1s, 1t is a
misdemeanor and, upon conviction, the violator must
be fined not more than $1000 or imprisoned not more
than 90 days?

Yes, ma®am.

I would like to note that the Midlands Citizens
Committee reported that Judge Seigler is qualified
in the evaluative criteria of constitutional
qualifications, physical health, and mental
stability. And well qualified in the evaluative
criteria of ethical fitness, professional and
academic ability, character, reputation,
experience, and judicial temperament.

In summary, the committee stated that Judge
Seigler has grown in his position nicely. He has
the qualities required to be a very good Family
Court judge. 1 would just note for the record that
any concerns raised during the investigation
regarding this candidate were incorporated into the
questioning of the candidate today.

MS. SIMPSON: Mr. Chairman, I have no
further questions.
CHAIRMAN CLEMMONS: Thank you,
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Ms. Simpson. Ms. Wall?
MS. WALL: Judge.
JUDGE SEIGLER: Yes, ma®am?
MS. WALL: 1 have some questions for you.
Let me just back up a minute.
EXAMINATION

(By Ms. wall)

Q.-

You were asked about three lawsuits. |1 want to go
to the second one because I never did hear what the
disposition was going on. Tell us a little bit
more about the second lawsuit that she asked you
about.

Yes, ma"am. Ma"am, apparently from the complaint
that you referenced i1n regards to the real

estate transaction, a lawsuit was filed by the
Lowes, who were the sellers that we discussed
earlier. My understanding is that it was
dismissed. 1 don"t recall.

Well, were you served with a lawsuit? Did you hire
an attorney to represent you? Did you represent
yourself pro se? 1 mean, what happened?

No, ma"am. 1 never hired anybody. If I recall, 1
don"t recall whether 1 ever filed an answer or not,
but i1t was dismissed at some point. It was 1In

2005, 1 believe, Ms. Simpson said. [I"ve never had
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any type of judgment or anything of that nature.
And the people who brought this lawsuit, were they
your clients?

No, ma"am. The sellers were -- the buyers were.
The sellers fTiled suit claiming they only intended
on selling half of the property which 1s not what
the contract indicated.

Were you i1n that real estate closing representing
both the buyers and the sellers?

No, ma"am. [If I recall correctly, | was just
representing the buyers.

Did the seller have an attorney?

No, ma®am.

And 1t was the seller who filed the lawsuit against
you?

Yes, ma"am, 1T 1 recall correctly. Like I say, it
was dismissed. There was never any judgement or
trial or hearing to my knowledge.

So you recall that they simply withdrew the case or
was there a 40(j) or did you go to court to

ask that the case be dismissed because there"s no
merit or they weren"t your clients or whatever the
basis was?

No, ma"am. | never appeared in court for that

case. My recollection 1s 1t was dismissed or
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withdrawn. 1 apologize, Ms. Wall, I don"t remember
the details. 1 hope I"m answering your questions
appropriately.

Okay. 1"m asking you what you recall and

you"ve certainly answered the question. Let me go
to a few other things. Would you tell this
Commission, please, describe for us the
characteristics of what you consider to be the
proper demeanor of a judge iIn the state of South
Carolina.

Yes, ma"am. 1°d be glad to. | certainly

think that all of us, iIn any capacity, judges need
to be fair, serious, and business-like, but

always respectful and courteous to the litigants as
well at the lawyers. [1"ve certainly made every
effort to do so. Obviously, 1 need to improve, but
I do feel like 1°ve been fair. Certainly, In the
Family Court arena, beilng business-like and serious
at all times. 1 believe i1t"s 1mportant that every
litigant understand that I"m aware, and all Family
Court judges are aware, of the seriousness of their
case. | try to be as serious as possible, but also
professional and courteous. |1 would hope that they
understand that 1"m aware of how serious they

feel 1t 1s. 1 also would hope that In the event
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that something happened to me and my wife, that the
Family Court judge hearing my case would treat it
as business-like and as serious.

Now, In your answering, you saild something about if
the perception of you was not that way, then you
would try to do -- what is i1t that you, going
forward, what changes, 1If any, would you make in
your current demeanor as a judge?

I jJust would be much more aware of the situation
and try to appear more courteous and respectful.
Certainly, 1 never intended to be rude to anyone,
but again, those comments were made. | take them
seriously and I need to do a better job and I will
certainly do so going forward.

And when you say being respectful, what do you
mean?

I don"t know 1f my mannerisms, facial expressions,
or whatever may have been interpreted that way. |1
certainly have never intentionally been
disrespectful. So possibly I need to change

my facial expressions 1T 1"m making any
unconsciously. 1711 certainly pay close attention
to that. Since my bar interview, which was quite
devastating to me, I"m embarrassed by the comments.

I*m shocked, but most of all, 1"m disappointed.
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And who are you disappointed iIn?

Disappointed in the comments, but I"m also
disappointed in myself 1T that"s the perception
because 1°ve worked very hard to get here and I"ve
worked very hard to try to be professional. 1™m
completely embarrassed and devastated by the
comments and I1*11 do anything I can to avoid them
in the future.

And so my question for you specifically 1s what do
you intend to do, If anything?

Differently, ma“am?

Yes.

Again, 1™m speculating because 1 don"t know exactly
how 1 was disrespectful, but 1T they made the
comments, then clearly, they felt like they were
valid. Possibly my facial expressions, mannerisms.
I"ve never raised my voice. 1"ve never said
anything disrespectful, to my knowledge, to anyone,
but again, I need to try harder and do a better job
1T that"s the perception.

Well, do you think 1t"s possibly more than just a
perception? One of the comments was -- there were
two comments, I"m sorry. Two of the comments are
that -- and this i1s a specific incidence -- that

you referred to a 44 year old and in your book, 1is
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that an adult?

Yes, ma"am.

Forty-four year old pro se -- that means
unrepresented, correct?

Yes, ma“am.

-- litigant before your court. Forty-four year old
pro se defendant -- you referred to that pro se
defendant as a girl. 1Is a 44 year old woman, 1In
your opinion, appropriately addressed by anyone as
a girl?

No, ma*am. Forty-four —-- 1"m only 41, so she 1is
certainly older than me and that"s totally
Inappropriate.

Do you recall making such a comment?

No, ma"am, but i1f 1 did, I certainly don"t recall
it. If I did, i1t"s absolutely inappropriate.

Why would you have made such a comment? Why would
you have addressed, as a judge, -- addressed a
litigant 1n your court, a grown woman, as a girl?
Again, Ms. Wall, I don"t recall doing that and
there would"ve been no reason for me to do that,
but i1f that comment is made, then apparently they
thought 1t was a valid comment. But I don"t recall
doing that, ma"am, and if 1 did, that"s totally

inappropriate. 1 certainly will never do it again
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iIT 1t happened. 1 don"t recall it happening. |IT
it was, Ms. Wall, it was totally i1nadvertent and I
certainly will go forward making absolutely

certain that i1t never happens again.

Can you tell us the name of one or more judges who
you"ve had occasion to observe or appear before,
before you went on the bench, that you consider to
embody the appropriate characteristics, appropriate
demeanor of a judge iIn South Carolina?

Yes, ma"am. Family Court judge Gene Morehead is an
excellent Family Court judge. 1 think he embodies
the temperament aspect and also knowledge needed in
Family Court. Judge Allen, the gentleman that

I replaced, was also an absolute gentleman who did
a very fine job in Lexington County. Judge Jim
Johnson, Billy Tunstall, both of them are

8th Circuit who passed away now. They were both
excellent judges with excellent demeanor. There®s
many of them, ma“am, i1f you want me to continue.
Have you ever had occasions, since going on the
bench, to think about patterning yourself after one
of those judges?

Yes, ma*am. 1 mean, there"s a number of them that
I feel like do a fine job and have an absolutely,

in my opinion, excellent demeanor. Again, Judge
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Morehead does a very, very good job. Judge
Keelsley, out of our circuit as well, has been a
circuit judge for many years. 1 think he does a
very good job. [I"ve appeared before him many
times. So there®"s a number of them that 1 think
have excellent qualities that would be a fine
candidate to mirror myself going forward.
One of the comments or several of the comments
reference your lack of patience in the courtroom.
What would be your response to that?
Again, ma“am, | don"t know the context of that
comment, but I certainly have made every effort to
be patient. There are times that the volume in
our circuilt is overwhelming. |1 try to stay on time
In order to avoid to burdening the litigants and
lawyers waiting on their turn. Could that possibly
interpreted as impatient? Possibly, Ms. Wall, but
again, | don"t know the context of i1t. |1
certainly have tried to be patient. And again, |
hate to repetitive, but every comment"s taken
seriously and I will do everything I can to avoid
the appearance of being impatient because |
certainly have never attempted to do that.

MS. WALL: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

CHAIRMAN CLEMMONS: Thank you, Ms. Wall.
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RE-EXAMINATION

(By Chairman Clemmons)

Q.-

Judge, Ms. Wall made mention and you made mention
of the bar report that was provided to this
Committee as a result of the i1nvestigatory process.
That bar report found that you were, overall, --
found that, with regard to constitutional
qualifications, physical health, mental stability,
ethical fitness, and character that you were
qualified. And then 1n four categories found you
unqualified. 1°d like you to respond as to each of
those four categories whether you agree or disagree
with regard to the findings of the Bar Committee.
And we would be iInterested In your response to
going forward, what your plans are with regard

to each of those areas, professional and academic
ability, 1f you"d like to respond to that?

Yes, sir, Representative Clemmons. Again, I"m not
sure of where the comments are coming from or the
context, but I1"1l respond to your question as well
as | can, sir.

Thank you and we"ll come back to the overall

after 1 ask about the individuals and 1*d like to
get your response -- your Impressions and response

as to why you think that overall was given, but

GARBER REPORTING SERVICE
803-256-4500




© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNDNPFEP P PP R PR,
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

PROCEEDINGS - final
Page 31

right now 1*d like to focus on the individual
components, professional and academic abilities
being first.

Yes, sir. Again, | practiced law for 15 years and
I did an extensive amount of Family Court work --
an extensive amount. 1°ve handled cases In every
aspect of Family Court from juveniles to DSS to
everything basically other than prosecuting
juveniles. 1 represented hundreds and hundreds of
juveniles as co-defendants. | have excelled at the
test given by the Commission. 1°m not certain what
I*m lacking in academic ability unless the comments
say that 1 didn"t know something specifically. 1™'m
not sure of any situation that I"ve lacked.

That"s a fair.

CHAIRMAN CLEMMONS: If I could ask your
screening attorney Ms. Simpson, what was Judge
Seigler™s score on the test?

MS. SIMPSON: The score, 1 believe, was a
91.2 and 91.

CHAIRMAN CLEMMONS: Thank you very much.

The next area i1s reputation. Would you comment on
that the Bar Committee found you unqualified?
Would you please comment as to your reputation?

Again, Mr. Chairman, I"m not sure what the context
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-- you know, how they were made or what part of my
reputation is lacking, but again, | keep repeating
myself. 1 take them seriously. 1711 reconsider
everything and do the best I can to avoid these
type of comments in the future, but I understand
that 1"m in a different position today than 1 was
the last two times, but 1 was qualified each and
every time before and 1"m not certain what 1"ve
done differently. 1"ve tried very hard to be
respectful and maintain a good reputation and
again, Representative Clemmons, 1"m not sure what
context that"s In as to what part of my reputation
IS In question.

Okay. That"s fair. And the third Is experience 1In
which you were found unqualified.

That one i1n i1tself, Mr. Chairman, is perplexing as
any because | was found qualified two times

before and now I*"ve got an additional year on the
bench. 1"m not sure how to respond to that. My
experience, again, | practiced i1In every facet of
Family Court law except prosecuting juveniles for,
you know, 15 years and 1°ve got an additional year
as a Family Court judge. So I"m not sure how 1 go
from qualified last year and another year

experience and now I"m not qualified. 1™m
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certainly not taking that lightly, but 1"m not sure
how to respond to that.

Judicial temperament.

Yes, sir, and that"s the most important one iIn my
opinion, Mr. Chairman. Again, if my actions have
been misinterpreted as being disrespectful or rude
in any way then 1 have failed and 1"m embarrassed
and 1 am devastated by the comments. |I"m shocked
and disappointed, but 1*1l do everything |1 can to
avoid that in the future. 1 certainly have never
intentionally been rude or lacking In temperament
intentionally. And again, Representative Clemmons,
I"ve been treated rude by judges before just like
every attorney sitting here and when 1 began this
job, I assured myself that 1 would never be rude or
disrespectful to anyone and I*11 do a better job to
ensure that going forward.

Thank you and 1 want to come back to that in a
minute, but before 1 do, 1°d really like for you to
talk to us about the overall finding of
unqualified. You are a sitting Family Court judge
and the Bar committee has determined that you are
unqualified to sit on the bench. Would you please
respond to that and in your response, if you

believe 1t"s unwarranted, the basis by which it i1s
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unwarranted and i1f you believe there®s anything
underlying that report, 1°d like for you to share
that with us.

Mr. Chairman, again, at the risk of repeating
myself, 1 don"t know the context or who made the
comments so speculating would be all 1 could do as
for who made 1t and why. My understanding is
through the Bar process, 1f they find you not
qualified 1In one category then you®"re unqualified.
I certainly feel like that I1"m qualified. | think
I*ve done a very good job, but obviously, not as
good as | could have based on the comments. | was
In a very contentious race last year. | don"t know
1T that had anything to do with these comments or
not. Again, Mr. Chairman, that would be

pure speculation on my part because | have no
proof. 1 have no i1dea who made those comments,
but apparently 1t they sent them, they felt like
they were valid. | certainly take them seriously
and 1*11 make every effort to avoid iIn the future.
Again, sir, at the risk of repeating myself, I
don"t know where they came from or what context.
Has there been any member of the Bar Committee
that"s reached out to you to discuss those

findings?
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A member of the Bar Committee?

The committee that prepared that report.

Ms. Joyce, 1s 1t? She was one of the ladies on my
panel. She called me to tell me their findings.
Did you inquire as to the not qualified?

Yes, sir, | asked her, you know, what does this
mean? Because when we went to the interview, | was
shocked at the comments that were made. You know,
my effort when 1 started this job was not to

get any negative comments and to receive
notification at that interview that 1 had received
negative comments, | was shocked. And 1 asked her,
what does this mean? 1 mean, 1"ve never been
found not qualified In any category. So It was
news to me. It was totally new ground. 1 didn"t
know how to respond.

And based upon her reply, were you enlightened as
to the findings?

Yes, sir. She told me what they had found. Then
they sent 1t In the form of an email or letter.

Did she describe the process whereby those findings
were --

The way | understood i1t, sir, was that the five
member committee contacted lawyers in my area

mainly that appeared before me and they based their
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findings on those responses is my understanding,
Sir.
Let me go back to judicial temperament. Ms. Wall
asked you about the two comments. First of all,
let me say when we receive ballot box surveys,
personally, a single ballot box survey standing on
It"s own has little probative value 1n my mind
because 1t"s anonymous and that anonymous ballot
box survey could have come from an opponent iIn a
previous race. It could have come from your mother
in law and there"s no telling where i1t could®ve
come from. But when 1 receive two separate ballot
box surveys or more that make the same complaint,
It raises my level of concern. And when we receive
not one, but two, ballot box survey comments that
refer to this 44 year old pro se defendant where it
alleges that you referred to her as girl and there
are -- we have been briefed on your iInteraction
with Ms. Simpson and we understand that you
referred to Ms. Simpson on one occasion as ‘“honey.”
And while you®"ve been with us today you made a
comment of the person that answers your phones --
SENATOR MALLOY: Mr. Charr? 1 would
submit that any comments that we may have made

In executive session --
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CHAIRMAN CLEMMONS: 1711 withdraw my
comment with regard to that, what I had heard
you say.-

Q. So let me ask, referring to women as girl or an
attorney as honey, is that something common In your

parlors?

A. No, sir.

SENATOR MARTIN: Next, please.
CHAIRMAN CLEMMONS: Thank you. Yes,
Senator Martin.
SENATOR MARTIN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
Judge, thank you for being here today.
JUDGE SEIGLER: Thank you, Senator.
EXAMINATION
(By Senator Martin)
Q. The concern 1 have, and | think we"ve sort of been
expressing that, is this bar unqualification or
disqualified or not qualified. When you met with

them, there®s five attorneys there?

A. Yes, Sir.

How long did that meeting take when you met with

them?

A. I*m not certain, Senator. |1 would guess 30 minutes

or so.

Q. Thirty minutes?
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Yes, sir.

How did you feel about?

Awful .  Awful.

How did i1t start out?

How did i1t start out?

Yes. Did they give you an opportunity to be heard
or did they start with what they had heard from
other attorneys and said “Judge, we got a problem?”
They asked me 1T 1°d like to make an opening
statement, sort of like Representative Clemmons did
and, 1 believe, 1 basically said, you know, recited
how 1 enjoy the job and appreciate the opportunity
and so forth and then they indicated the negative
comments.

And how did you react to that to them?

I was, quite frankly Senator Martin, shocked at the
comments. | iIndicated to them that I felt like I
had tried very had to be respectful and courteous
to everybody. 1 think I also indicated to them
that I knew 1 was from a very small county and
under the microscope at all times and that I was
very conscious and aware of that.

Did you know any of the attorneys on the panel that
interviewed you?

Yes.
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You did?

Yes, Sir.

Had any of them appeared before you?

Yes, Sir.

Had you had any issues with any of those attorneys?
Yes, sir. | sure have. |If you"re asking me
specifically, Senator, I1"11 be glad to address it.
Yes, 1°d like to hear i1t.

One of the attorneys who was on my five member
panel, who also made most of the comments and asked
most of the questions, had appeared before me about
two months after 1 started. That attorney was
instructed to get me an order as to the findings.
She did not do so. The case was stricken by Judge
Gwen Jones for failure to comply with the 365 day
rule. The attorney contacted my office. | had my
assistant tell the attorney that there was nothing
that 1 could do, that the chief administrative
judge had struck the case because an order had not
been sent to me to be signed and she struck i1t.
They took efforts to have the case reinstated by
the chief administrative judge.

Help me out. When you say struck the case, you
mean dismiss the case?

Yes, sir. Yes, sir. Chief Justice has implemented
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that 1T the case is filed and not completed or at
least scheduled for trial within 365 then it"s
dismissed or struck. She was extremely
disgruntled, made i1t very evident. And that
attorney was the attorney who questioned me at
length and that attorney made a disturbing comment
during our interview and 1 remember 1t vividly
because 1"ve never heard the comment, but that
attorney said have you ever heard that a teacher
should not smile before Thanksgiving. |1 said “I
have not. [I"m not certain what that means or what
you"re referencing.” And that particular attorney
questioned me at length. She indicated you®re not
happy with your job. Are you stressed out, various
different comments. And I"m not trying to direct
any blame on any one. |I"m responsible for these
comments.

So you felt like 1t was one attorney that was sort
of out to disqualify you?

Senator Martin, that®"s pure speculation on my part.
I"m not trying to blame any attorney on that panel,
but 1 didn*"t know the rest of them.

That was the only one you knew?

Yes, Sir.

And that one asked most of the questions?
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Yes, Sir.

The others didn"t seem to interact that much?

They did ask questions, but not near as extensive.
And again, Senator Martin, I don"t want

anybody here to think that 1"m trying to blame that
attorney, but respectfully, Senator Martin, you
wanted me to elaborate.

And we needed to know and 1 appreciate 1t. You
know, my concern is that on top of the pretty
significant, as staff already indicated, the
Chairman indicated, and Ms. Wall -- the significant
number of negative comments gives us concern
because you"re here today to be considered for a
six year term and 1t"s our responsibility and a
very awesome responsibility whether to determine if
you should go forward for another six year term or
not.

Yes, Sir.

And that"s what®"s giving us concern, that in one
year on the bench that these kinds of comments,
these kinds of concerns for a relatively new judge
and a young judge would be this prevalent.

It concerns me, too, Senator, that the comments
were made.

You can understand the predicament we"re 1in.
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A. Yes, sir and 1 understand -- again, | don"t know
where they®"re coming from or the context, but I
take all of them seriously.

Q- Well, you knew where those five attorneys were in
that room that issued this unqualified report.

A. And my understanding, Senator, iIs they based that
on the calls that they made to the other attorneys.

Q- Right. 1 appreciate your candor with us and your
demeanor here today. 1 really respect and
appreciate that.

A Thank you, Senator.

CHAIRMAN CLEMMONS: Representative
Bannister.

EXAMINATION

(By Representative Bannister)

Q.

Judge, 1 just have one quick -- what was the nature
of the order that the lady didn"t -- the case being
stricken? Was it a final order or was it
temporary? What -- everybody does 1t different.

In Greenville, 1T you get your mediation report
done, you don"t get stricken, you just ask for a
trial. So I"m trying to figure out what order was
it she didn"t submit; 1f you remember?
Representative Bannister, if | remember correctly,

It was an order requiring a mental evaluation of

GARBER REPORTING SERVICE
803-256-4500




© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNDNPFEP P PP R PR,
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

PROCEEDINGS - final
Page 43

one of the clients and 1"m not certain of that, but
It was never scheduled for trial, 1 believe, 1s why
It was ultimately stricken by chief administrative
judge.
Okay. Would the order have iIncluded language to
postpone the strike date, or?
No, sir, because | wouldn"t have the authority to
do that as a visiting judge. Only chief
administrative judge would have the authority to
disregard 365.
Thank you. [I"m just curious, has she blamed not
getting the case done iIn a 365 day time frame on an
order not being issued? Just curious. Thanks.
Thank you, sir.

FURTHER EXAMINATION

(By Chairman Clemmons)

Q.-

O r O r

Judge Seigler, who was the attorney that asked
those questions that we’ve have referred to.
Ms. Bryson. Emma Bryson.

Bryson? B-r-y-s-o-n?

Yes, sir. 1 think so.

Thank you. Just to briefly follow up on my
questions before, do you appreciate that wh